
Catherine Ford fits dress on Holly Currie,  
who will play Becky Thatcher in Tom Sawyer 

 

 

Creative Costume Team Starts Work on Tom Sawyer 

Most folks will remember the scene in The Sound of Music where Maria 

makes play clothes for the Von Trapp children out of curtains.  That’s exactly 

what four talented ladies are doing during rehearsals of The Greely Players’ 

Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

Catherine Ford, Marg Rahn, Judy Dalgleish and Ellen Boisvenue are turning 

old cotton curtains into petticoats for the mid-nineteenth century costumes 

needed for the musical production. 

“It’s a fun challenge to create costumes for forty cast members on a 

shoestring budget,” explained Ford, who lives in Osgoode.  “We’ll use 

anything we can get our hands on that will work – even curtains.” 

The Greely Players has a stock of basic costume pieces, but they always have to add or subtract lace or ribbons 

to create a new look and then fit the clothes to the actors for each show. 

What clothing pieces will set the scene for the audience members?  “Pinafores and bonnets for the girls and 

pants with suspenders for the boys,” replied Marg Rahn of Riverside South.  “We’ve been on the lookout for 

lots of calico.” 

When the show was chosen and the costume team formed, Ford did some research into 1840’s mid-western 

dress.  

“One of the best websites was for a pioneer village in the US, similar to Upper Canada Village,” she said.  “It 

specifically noted that buttons – not zippers – were used on all clothing.  And, since denim was not invented 

until the 1860’s, we decided not to use it.” 

The dignitaries in the town would have worn cravats and longer coats with top hats.  When the gentlemen are 

paired with the ladies in full skirts and Sunday bonnets, it will give the perfect historical look to the show. 

The sewing team gains great satisfaction in seeing the cast dressed on stage.  “We love the fact that the 

costumes help the actors become their characters,” explained Ford. “It’s wonderful when we see our work 

being appreciated by the cast and audience alike.” 


