
The “CoPs”: Tom Sawyer’s Producers 
  

In The Greely Players, as with any organization, 
someone needs to be in charge.  With theatre, this is the 
Producer.  Michele Piironen of Greely and Natalie Currie 
of Osgoode have teamed up for the second year as Co-
producers, or affectionately known as the CoPs.  They 
admit it is a huge undertaking to produce a musical. 
  
“This job is like planning for a big party”, explains Currie.  
They must find all the people to do the hundreds of 
tasks necessary before opening night, and must make 
sure that all of these people have the resources needed 
to do their jobs.  “Because everyone is a volunteer, you 
have to ensure every member of the production team 
feels valued,” she adds.   

  
Producers must do all this in the hope that enough people will attend their big event, and enjoy themselves 
while they’re there.   
  
“The challenging thing is to find time to do it all combined with our busy lives, be we do it for the love of it,” 
says Piironen.  “I think we are both pretty organized people and we have refined the process based on last 
years’ experience.” 
  
With all this work, are they having any fun? 
  
“Absolutely!” exclaims Currie.  “We love being around all the Greely Players people and our own families are 
involved as well.”  Her children Holly and Eric have on stage roles and husband Brent organizes the backstage 
crew. 
  
Piironen’s eldest daughter Morgan is a Greely Player veteran and youngest Eve is in the chorus on stage.  Her 
husband Rick joins the helpers backstage. 
  
“The best thing is, after working on this show for a year, we have a real sense of pride in seeing that the effort 
we put in has resulted in a wonderful show,” explains Piironen. “I think it’s because the cast and crew 
becomes a family throughout the four months of rehearsals and the rewards of many friendships forged by 
the experiences we've shared can't be measured.  It's our winter therapy! " 
  
It is the Producer’s job to assemble the production team.  This includes the Artistic Director, Music Director, 
Vocal Director, Rehearsal Pianist, Set Designer, Choreographer, Costume Designer, Heads of Props, Make-up, 
Hair and Backstage, Sound and Lighting, and Stage Manager.  
  
The Greely Players is fortunate to have a backbone of experienced people who have worked with the company 
for many years.  Despite this, they are always looking to bring in new faces. 
  
Considering there are 41 cast members and at least the same number in the production crew, advance 
planning and organization is crucial.  These two special ladies have it down to a fine science and handle it all 
with a great sense of humour. 


