
Three Dastardly Conspirators 
  

Three unsavoury conspirators in The Greely Players' 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer cause many problems for young Tom 
Sawyer and his friend Huckleberry Finn.  
  

Richard Cooney, playing Muff Potter, Winston Miller as 
Injun Joe and Roger Boake as Doctor Robinson are thoroughly 
enjoying the notoriety on stage. 
  

Injun Joe is the main antagonist of the story and is feared by 
the townsfolk.  He kills the town doctor and frames another man 
for the murder.   Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn witness the 
dastardly deed, testify in court and spend the rest of the play 
worrying that Joe will come for them next. 
  

“It’s a lot of fun to play a really bad character” explained 
Winston, “because it is the exact opposite of me.  It stretches me as 
an actor.”  The funny thing is that he is attending Carleton 
University in Child Studies.  “I may well scare the children with my 
evil laugh,” he smiled. 

  
Winston caught the acting bug when he appeared in three plays at St. Mark High School.  “I thought it 

might be fun to join another production and when I saw the Tom Sawyer audition ad I thought I’d give it a try,” 
he said, “but I wasn’t aware that it was a musical.” 

  
Vocal Director Anemone Fritzen is quick to praise Winston’s voice. "You wouldn't guess that this is 

Winston's first musical from the way he's taken to it. He has some of the most challenging songs in the show, 
and he makes his voice and character really shine through in them."  

  
Roger Boake is always on the lookout for a place to sing.  This Chesterville actor loves being on stage 

and he has been part of many Ottawa area productions over the years, including Orpheus, Opera Lyra, the 
Savoy Society, and Théatre Liquide in Hull. 
  

This year Roger takes on the role of Doctor Robinson in The Greely Players’ upcoming production of 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Doc is a nasty man who enlists the help of Injun Joe and Muff Potter to rob a 
grave.  He’s arrogant and condescending and apparently turned his back on Joe in the past. This time a knife 
gets buried in that back. 
  

“Doc is the meanest character I’ve ever played,” said Boake, “and it’s the only time I’ve ever died on 
stage.  It’s a fun part to play.”   

  
Richard Cooney protests that his character, Muff Potter is not really a bad man.  “I just look like a bad 

guy because of who I hang around with, but really - I am a victim of the company I keep.” 
Muff is a vagrant and derelict drunk who doesn't have the backbone to say no when others lead him 
astray.   He is the one who gets blamed for the murder of Doc Robinson. 
  



Richard first stepped onto a stage in Trenton many years ago to get outside of his comfort zone.  “I was 
quite shy,” he explained, “and I was looking for a challenge.”  One of his fellow actors was Tim Picotte, who is 
currently the director of Tom Sawyer.   
  

“Years later, when I met Tim again in Orleans, he encouraged me to join a Phoenix Players production 
that he was directing,” said Cooney, “and that was followed by The Greely Players’ musical The Wizard of Oz 
five years ago.  That’s when I really stepped outside my comfort zone!  I used to think I couldn’t sing or 
dance,” laughs Cooney, “but in this production I am doing both.” 

  
This is Richard’s fifth production with The Greely Players, and he’s loved every minute of 

it.  Why?  “Because The Greely Players is like family.  It’s so much fun and the people are great.  I miss it when 
the show is over.” 

 


